AFP Miami Signature Event
Friday, October 25, 2013 ─ 8:30pm – 3:30 pm

Miami Dade College – Wolfson Campus

Morning session – Ethics

Keynote speaker –TIAA KREF
Panelists
· Johnette Hardiman – Panel Leader
· Justice Gerald Kogan

· Joe Centorino

· Robert Meyer

Lunch
Afternoon session – Institutional Crisis PR Management
Panelists

· Seth Gordon, Principal, The Seth Gordon Initiatives
· Israel Kreps, CEO of Kreps DeMaria Public Relations
· Roymi Membiela, Baptist Health South Florida – Panel Leader

· Evan Nierman, CEO of Red Banyan Group

ETHICS PANEL

Joseph M. Centorino
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Joseph Centorino assumed the position of Executive Director of the Miami-Dade Commission on Ethics and Public Trust on September 1, 2011, following his laudatory 25-year career at the Miami-Dade State Attorney’s Office.  For most of that time, he served as Chief of the Public Corruption Division where he oversaw the investigation and prosecution of crimes committed by public officers and employees. 

In addition to the private practice of law and work as an assistant district attorney in Massachusetts, Mr. Centorino served for eight years as an elected city councilman in his hometown of Salem and worked briefly as a congressional aide.

The graduate of Tufts University and Boston College Law School is a frequent lecturer, speaker and panelist on corruption and ethics-related topics.  He has served as an instructor of Professionalism & Ethics at Florida International University and is often asked to testify before local and state grand juries, advisory boards and governments. 

Mr. Centorino has served on the Florida Bar Professional Ethics Committee and has been admitted to practice before the U.S. Supreme Court.

Johnette Hardiman
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Immigration Attorney Johnette Hardiman, graduated from University of Florida, B.A., 1984 University of Miami, J.D., 1987, is now working for Steel Hector & Davis LLP at 200 South Biscayne Boulevard Miami, FL 33131-2398.

Johnette Hardiman has been admitted in 1989, Florida; 1991, U.S. District Court, Southern District of Florida; 1996, District of Columbia. His or her practice areas include Immigration.

Johnette Hardiman's college education includes University of Florida, B.A., 1984, law school degree was from University of Miami, J.D., 1987

Gerald Kogan
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Former Justice Gerald Kogan was born in New York City on May 23, 1933. He moved with his parents and brother to Miami Beach in 1947. He graduated from Miami Beach Senior High School and attended the University of Miami where he received the bachelor's degree in business administration and the juris doctor degree. While at the University of Miami, he served as president of the Student Senate and was listed in Who's Who in American Colleges and Universities. 

In law school he won the Southern Law School Moot Court Championship and became a National Moot Court Finalist. Upon graduation from law school, Justice Kogan entered the United States Army, graduated from the Army Intelligence School, and served on active duty as a special agent in the Counterintelligence Corps. 

Upon his discharge, he entered the private practice of law in Miami. In 1960 he was appointed an assistant state attorney in the Dade County State Attorney's Office and rose to the rank of chief prosecutor of the Homicide and Capital Crimes Division. 

In 1967 he left the State Attorney's Office to resume the private practice of law, specializing in criminal trial and appellate law. He served on the Criminal Courts Committee of the Dade County Bar Association, grievance committees, and The Florida Bar Committee on the Unauthorized Practice of Law. 

He was a prosecutor and referee for The Florida Bar in disciplinary procedures. Justice Kogan was special counsel to the Florida Legislature's Select Committee on Organized Crime and Law Enforcement. 

In 1980 he was appointed a circuit judge in Florida's Eleventh Judicial Circuit. In 1984 he was appointed administrative judge of the Criminal Division, and he served in that capacity until his appointment to the Florida Supreme Court in January 1987.

Justice Kogan has been a member of the faculty of the American Academy of Judicial Education, teaching Constitutional Criminal Procedure and Trial Procedure. He was a member of the adjunct faculties of the University of Miami School of Law and the Shepard Broad Law Center at Nova University, where he taught Criminal Evidence, Trial Advocacy, and Professional Responsibility. 

He also taught at the Florida State University College of Law, where he taught Trial Advocacy. He taught Trial Advocacy Workshops for prosecutors and public defenders at the University of Florida College of Law, the University of Miami School of Law and the Shepard Broad Law Center at Nova University. 

He has been a member of the faculty at the Trial Judges Academy at the University of Virginia and the National Judicial College and was a faculty member for the appellate judges’ seminar at New York University law school. He was Chair of the Supreme Court's Gender Bias Study Commission and vice chair of the Bench/Bar Commission and Chair of its implementation commission. He also chaired the Judicial Council. He received the Selig I. Golden Award from The Florida Bar. 

Since retiring from the Court on December 31, 1998, and returning to live in Miami, Mr. Kogan has developed significant expertise as an arbitrator and mediator in a wide range of practice areas including business/commercial, employment, environmental, family law, healthcare, insurance, maritime, personal injury/torts, professional liability, and real property.

 He and his wife Irene were married in 1955, and they have three children (Robert, Debra, and Karen). 

Robert Meyers
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Robert practices in the areas of ethics and governance, and is the immediate past Executive Director of the Miami-Dade Commission on Ethics and Public Trust. As the Ethics Commission’s chief executive officer for the last thirteen years, Robert oversaw all operations, including enforcement, advice-giving and training/education. While heading the Ethics Commission, he drafted hundreds of ethics opinions, while analyzing State, county and municipal ethics codes. Moreover, Robert assisted in the drafting of model ethics codes and amendments to existing ethics codes in Miami-Dade County and across the State of Florida. Under his watch, the Ethics Commission was identified as one of the model local ethics commissions in the country, and received many accolades for its innovative programming and outreach activities, from such organizations as Transparency International, the National Association of Counties, and the National League of Cities.

Robert frequently lectures on the topics of ethics, governance and leadership, and has published several articles and treatises. He has been a panelist at many local, state and national conferences sponsored by the National League of Cities, the Florida League of Cities, the American Bar Association, the Florida Municipal Attorneys Association, the National Institute of Government Purchasers and GOGEL.

Prior to his appointment as the Ethics Commission’s Executive Director, he was a professor at Florida International University and the University of Tennessee, where he taught courses in law, ethics and government. Before joining the Ethics Commission, Robert practiced at a Fort Lauderdale firm where he concentrated in labor and employment and administrative law.

CRISIS PANEL

Seth Gordon - pending

Israel Kreps
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 Israel Kreps is a Founder of Kreps Demaria and serves as its Chief Executive Officer. Mr. Kreps served as the President of Kreps Demaria. Mr. Kreps served as Managing Partner of Kreps/DeMaria, a Miami-based international public relations firm that provides a broad range of services and expertise in media relations, business development and strategic partnerships since 1988. He has particular expertise is in the area of tourism, banking, real estate and professional services. He has been a Director of First Reserve Inc. since June 2002. He serves as a Vice Chairman of the Governors of the Greater Miami Chamber of Commerce, and chairs the Chamber's Marketing Resource Institute. Mr. Kreps has served on the Jackson Memorial Hospital Foundation Board and the Health and Human Services Board of the Department of Health and Rehabilitative Services. Israel is a graduate of the University of Miami.

Roymi V. Membiela
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Roymi V. Membiela is the Corporate Vice President of Marketing and Public Relations for Baptist Health South Florida, the largest not-for-profit healthcare organization in the region. It includes Baptist Hospital, Baptist Children’s Hospital, Baptist Cardiac & Vascular Institute, South Miami Hospital, Doctors Hospital, Homestead Hospital, Mariners Hospital, West Kendall Baptist Hospital, Baptist Outpatient Services, and Baptist Health Foundation. She is responsible for the strategic implementation of integrated marketing communications for the organization internally and externally, including digital marketing and the support of Baptist Health’s global initiatives.

Her career path includes 17 years of success as a senior executive of Knight Ridder's The Miami Herald and El Nuevo Herald, two national award-winning newspapers. While at the Herald, she was responsible for multiple advertising, marketing and new business development initiatives, aimed to reach and embrace the changing demographics of the South Florida market; Ms Membiela also managed the newspaper's business expansion to Latin America and the conceptualization of one of the nation’s leading Spanish language publications – El Nuevo Herald.

Ms Membiela is a recipient of the 2010 Hispanic Women of Distinction Award, South Florida Hispanic Chamber of Commerce 2006 Women of Leadership Award, and the Miami-Dade County 2003 In the Company of Women Award. She received recognition from the U.S. Hispanic Chamber of Commerce as a Corporate Hispanic Business Advocate and by VISTA Magazine 1997 Achievement Award for Hispanic Women.

She serves on the Board of Directors of several community organizations, including the Health Foundation of South Florida, The Children’s Trust, Community Habilitation Center, and the Cuban National Council; Ms Membiela is the past Chair of the City of Miami Beach's Community Relations Board, Miami-Dade County Hispanic Affairs Advisory Board, and past Vice Chair of the Miami-Dade Expressway Authority.

Ms Membiela earned a Master of Science in Leadership from Nova Southeastern University, and a Bachelor of Professional Studies - Marketing degree from Barry University. She is an alumna of Leadership Florida, the National Hispana Leadership Institute, and the FIU Women on the Move Leadership Development Program. She is accredited as a Certified County Court Mediator by the State of Florida Supreme Court.

Evan Nierman
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Evan Nierman brings deep experience in public relations, crisis management and marketing to Red Banyan Group. Throughout his career he has provided strategic communications counsel and crisis PR training to senior business leaders, government officials and private individuals.

Nierman has advised and represented non-profit organizations and companies across a wide range of industries, steering their executives through interviews with top-tier global, national and local media outlets.  He has also guided a variety of high-profile clients through high-stakes, complex situations and conceptualized and executed effective PR and public affairs campaigns. His firm Red Banyan Group serves clients throughout the U.S. and internationally.
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